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Typhoid Fever 
Held an Accident. 


The Illinois Supreme Court recently 
rendered an important decision in a case 
involving liability for typhoid fever. 
This sustained a judgment given by the 
‘lower court for $1,130 under a special 


accident policy. The insured died from 


typhoid fever, and it was claimed that 
the disease was contracted by drinking 
contaminated water, and that as this was 
done accidentally the accident policy 
should be liable. As this was regarded 
as a dangerous broadening of the accident 
policy the case was taken to the appellate 
court and then to the supreme court, the 
lower court being sustained in both 
cases. The insurance company then peti- 
tioned the supreme court for a rehearing, 
which has been denied. As the amount 
involved is not sufficient to carry the case 
to the supreme court of the United States, 
this disposes of the matter. : 

It is claimed that under these condi- 
tions the companies will have to revise 
their accident policies by definitely ex- 
cluding bacterial diseases caused by recep- 
tion of germs. Claim men and attorneys 
say that under this decision any person 
having an accident policy could collect 
lor typhoid fever, as it is always acquired 
irom germs, and these are received acci- 
dentally and not intentionally. They also 
say that it would be as consistent to sue 
under an accident policy for pneumonia 
caused by accidentally catching cold, or 
lor any other disease not contracted in- 
tentionally. They hold that under this 
decision most accident policies will become 
life insurance policies, and that while the 
Insurance department will not license a 


company to issue an accident policy cov- 


ering death from typhoid fever the © 


supreme court holds that an accident com- 
pany must pay such a claim. — Mutual 
Underwriter. 


Biologic Rat | 
Exterminators Dangerous. 


Many cities are now undertaking cam- 
— for the extermination of rats. 

he only standard, approved methods of 
rat eradication are (1) the rat proofing 
of buildings, (2) removal of rat food 
supply, (3) trapping, and (4) poisoning. 
Attention is directed to the undesirability 
of using any of those methods that may 
be based upon the culture of bacteria, 
viruses, etc. 

The objection to these lies in the fact 
that they are uncertain in their action, 
owing to rapid loss of virulence and, 
more important, they may be of distinct 
detrimental value in causing diseases that 
may be harmful to man. While these 
products are supposed to be harmless to 
human beings, it is a fact that the bac- 
teria used belong to the food poisoning 
group of bacilli and may at any time 
develop .a pathogenic power for man. 

Rats may become carriers of such 
organisms in the same way that human 
beings become typhoid carriers. When 
such a possibility develops, the chance for 
human: infection is extended greatly. 
These so-called biological rat extermi- 
nators are not used by the United States 
Public Health Service nor by other or- 
ganizations that have had vast experience 
in the work of rat eradication. Experts 
in this sort of work advise strongly 
against the use of such products. 
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The Health | 
Of the Child. 


This is the golden age for children. 
Never in the history of the world have 
greater efforts been expended in promot- 
ing the health and welfare of children. 
Every possible activity for reducing in- 
fant mortality, for the prevention of dis- 
ease, for the promotion of physical edu- 
cation and every other attribute for 
making child life better is being pursued 
by official and unofficial organizations 
throughout the world. One of the best 
reasons for adyancing the interests of 
the child is because the child is the Yate 
The individual hopes and interests of 
every citizen are wrapped up in the child. 
There is no more important work than 
that of providing proper environment and 
living conditions in the home, where the 
a p starts its life career. Eugene Field 
sal 


“It’s right that the old should die, 
but that a little harmless child. 
Should miss the joys of life and love— 

that can’t be reconciled.” 


The importance of promoting the inter- 
ests of the child has been stressed by 
many of the world’s famous men, among 


them Sir Arthur Neusholme, the cele-. 


brated British hygienist, who has said: 


“The real wealth of the nation does 
not consist in its money, in the value of 
its trade, or in the extent of its domin- 
ion. These are valuable only as they 
help to maintain a population, and not 
only a part of it, of the right quality; 
men, women and children possessing 
bodily vigor, alert mind, firm charac- 
ter, courage and self control.” 


Sir George Newman, Medical Officer 
of Health of Great Britain, has said: 

“A state can not effectually insure 
itself against physical disease unless 
it begins with its children,” and George 
Bernard Shaw says, 

“Neglected children cost more than 
well nourished ones to everybody ex- 

cept their immediate parents.” 
Herbert Hoover said recently: 

“If we could grapple with the whole 
child situation for one generation, our 
public health, our economic efficiency, 
the moral character, sanity and stability 
of our people would advance three 
generations in one.” 


During the Great War, Wiscdede Wil- 
son said: | 
“Next to the duty of doing everything 
possible for the soldiers at the front 
there could be, it seems to me, no more 
patriotic duty than that of protecting 
the children.” 
It is doubtful if anyone has ever made 
a more eloquent plea for the child than 


Dr. David Starr ‘Tordad, Chancellor of 


| Stanford University. He said: 


“There is nothing in the world so 
important as little children, nothing te 
interesting. If ever you wish to go in 


for philanthropy, if ever you wish to — 


be of any use in the world, do some- 
thing for little children. We can dress 
the sore, bandage the wounded, im- 
prison the criminal, heal the sick and 
envy the dead, but .there is always a 
chance that we can save the child. If 
the great army of philanthropists ever 
exterminate sin and pestilence, ever 
work out the races’ salvation, it will be 


because a little child has led them.” 


Fifty Laboratories 
Meet Board’s Approval. 


Certificates of approval for public 
health laboratory service, for the year 
1925, have been issued by the California 
State Board of Health to fifty labora- 
tories scattered throughout the state. 
Following are the names of the labora- 
tories to which certificates for the calen- 
dar year have been issued: 


Angelus Hospital, Los Angeles 
Alameda County Health Center, Oakland 
Alameda County Hospital, San Leandro 
Alameda City Laboratory, Alameda 
Bettin, Dr. Mona, Los ngeles 
| Berkeley Health Department Laboratory, 
Berkeley 
Drs. Brem, Zeiler and Hammack, Los 


H. E. Butka, Los Angeles 
. John Chain, Eureka 
Hospital, San Francisco 
Glendale City Health Department, Labora- 
tory 
Clinical Laboratory, Bakersfield 
C. D. Holliger, Stockton 
General Hos spitel, Bakersfield 
Lane and Stanford Hospitals 
pidge and Sugarman, San Francisco 
Los Angeles County_ Health Department 
Main Laboratory, Los Angeles 
Whittier Branch 
Alhambra Branch 
Monrovia Branch 
Redondo Branch 
Pomona Branch 
Little, Mabel, Oakland 
Long Beach Health Department Laboratory 
Los Angeles City Health Department 
Moore-White Clinic, Los Angeles 
Dr. Bessie Martell, Santa Ana 
Drs. Oliver and Knapp. San Francisco 
Oakland Health Department Laboratory 
Orange County Health Department Labora- 
tory 
Pacific Wassermann Laboratory, San Fran- 
cisco 
Pasadena Health Department 
Palo Alto Health Department 
Pierson, Ruth, San Francisco 
Richmond Health Department 
Reich, Wm, W., Berkeley 
Gustav Ruediger. Pasadena 
San Joaquin Health District, Stockton 
Santa Barbara Health Department 
Hospital, Santa Barbara 
Health Department 
Snyder, Sacramento 
ane uis Obispo ‘County Health Department 
Sutter Hospital, Sacramento 


. 
* 4, 
» 
ofl, 
rnd, 
. 
4 
he 
» 
{ 
ting 
iy 
> 
bed 
- 
+ 
a 
‘ 
‘ | 
i 
p 
( 
» ( 
= 
he 
> »? 
( 
i 
: 
° 
. 
( 
~ 
P 
" 
» 
4 
ver 
4 
‘ 
® 
. 
Dita). 
> 


State Board of Health Weekly Bulletin for January 10, 1925. 


191 


San Fernando Health Department 

San Francisco Health Department 

Dr. Ernst A. Victors, San Francisco 
White Memorial Hospital, Los Angeles 
Western Laboratories, Oakland 
Woodland Clinic Laboratory 


Rules for | 
Pneumonic Prevention. 


Pneumonia can not be placed under 
absolute control, as yet, but individuals 
may, by caring for themselves properly, 
greatly lessen their chances of contract- 
ing the disease. The Detroit Department 
of Health has issued rules the observance 
of which may be useful in reducing the 
pneumonia hazard. These rules read as 
follows: 


(1) Dress for the weather. | a 
(2) When coming in out of the cold, heavily 
dressed, remove your heavy wraps imme- 
diately. 
fore doing so. 
If your clothes are wet, remove them, dry 
the skin, and put on dry clothes. Don’t 
wait for them to dry on the body. 
When going out into the cold, dress 
warmly. fter having put on heavy 
clothing, go out don’t stand 
around and get overheated. Let your 
body gradually accommodate itself to the 
change from warm to cold. 


Don't exercise and then stand or sit 
around with the same clothing on. If 
possible go in and bathe and change your 
clothes after exercising. If this is impos- 
sible be sure that you have extra clothing 
to put on after exercising. If your 
clothes get wet. be sure to keep on exer- 
cising until you can change them. 

If the day is mild, but may grow colder, 
take extra clothing with you. Conversely, 
if the a is cold, but gets much warmer, 
remove the extra clothing. 


Don’t take a warm bath and then go out 


into the cold. It is best to finish the bath 
with cool or cold water. If a warm bath 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 


(6) 


(7) 


is taken just before retiring, be sure that 
roe get to bed immediately, and cover up 
well. 

Dress in such a way -as to gradually 
accommodate the body to changes which 
otherwise would be sudden. 


? 


Reducing diets ought not to be attempted 


without medical advice. 


New Health Officers 
Receive Appointments. 


Dr. V. G. Presson has been appointed 


health officer of Orange County to suc- 
ceed Dr. W. Leland Mitchell, who has 
resigned to go with the International 
Health Board, New York City. 


Dr. William B. Shepard entered his 
duties as city health officer of Berkeley, 
succeeding Dr. Frank L. Kelly, who de- 
votes his whole time to his duties as 
assistant professor of public health 


aministration in the University of Cali- 
fornia. 


Don’t wait 10 or 15 minutes be-. 


‘Tuolumne County 1, Pittsburg 1, 
‘nando 1, Sacramento 2, Oxnar 


Mr. W. J. Duddleson has succeeded 
Mr. W. F. Cook as health officer of the 
city of San Luis Obispo. 

Dr. K. H. Sutherland has been ap- 
pointed health officer of San Luis Obispo 
county to succeed Dr. L. F. Badger, who 


|has entered the United States Public 
‘Health Service. 


Living by rule is difficult. Living by luck 


is hazardous. 


Investigation of 
Scarlet Fever. 


Highest susceptibility to scarlet fever 
exists from the ages of one to two years, 
according to the results of tests made 
with 7700 normal persons of different 
ages. Results of these tests are sum- 
marized by Dr. Abraham Zingher in the 
American Journal of Public Health. 
Nearly three-fourths of the children be- 
tween one and two years of age were 
susceptible, but only 14.4 per cent of 
those from 20 years up. Dr. Zingher re- 
ports that investigations are being made 
to discover the results of tmmunization 
against scarlet fever and diphtheria in 
the case of 2000 children under 6 years 
of age. Records of these children, who 
have been immunized, are being kept for 
comparison with lists of scarlet fever and 
diphtheria cases developing during the 


coming year. 
3 


Don’t expose your child or allow him to be 
exposed to contagious disease. 


MORBIDITY.* 


Diphtheria. 


138 cases of diphtheria have been reported, 
as follows: Los Angeles 30, San Francisco 
13, Oakland 14, Los Angeles County 12, Los 
Banos 5, San Diego 5, Berkeley 6, Alameda 5, 
Pasadena 5, Willits 1, Alameda County 1, 
Fresno County 3, Livermore 1, Alhambra 1, 
Long Beach 2, Sonoma County 2, Huntington 
Park 1, Hawthorne 3, Colusa 1, Sacramento 
3, Chico 2, San Mateo County 1, Hanford 1, 
Tracy 1, Riverside 1, Coronado 1, Riverside 
County 1, Inyo County 1, Madera County 1, 
Madera 1, Ventura County 1, Stanislaus 
County 1, Modesto 2, Bakersfield 4, Sacra- 
mento County 2, Burbank 2, Sanger 1. 


Scarlet Fever. 


119 cases of scarlet fever have been re- 
ported, as follows: Los Angeles 26, San Fran- 
cisco 11, Los Angeles County 11, Fresno 
County 9, Long Beach 6, San Diego 5, Orange 
County 5, Huntington Park 5, Gilroy 1, Santa 
Cruz County 1, Orange 1, Sanger 1, Ceres 1, 
Riverside 2, Coronado 1, Santa Ana 1, Lodi 2, 
Manteca 1, Lake County 2, Stockton 3, Berke- 
ley 1, Daly City 1, (fed Clara County 2, 
San Fer- 
1, Redlands 1, 


*From reports received on January 5 and 6 
‘for week ending January 3. | 
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Redwood City 3, Taft 1, San Mateo County 2, 
Alhambra 1, Oakland 3, Santa Maria 1, Santa 
Barbara 2. 


Measles. | 


31 cases of measles have been reported, as 
follows: Los Angeles 9, Los Angeles County 
11, Pasadena 1, Redlands 1, Ontario 1, Inyo 
County 3, San Diego 1, Stockton 1, Redding 
1, San Joaquin County 1, Santa Ana 1. 


Smallpox. 


85 cases of smallpox have been reported, as 
follows: Los Angeles 24, Los Angeles County 
9, Oxnard 6, Oakland 16, Eureka 2, Berkeley 
1, Orange County 1, Yuba City 4, Ventura ia 
El Dorado County 4,. Huntington Park 1, 
Alhambra 2, Redwood City 1, Ventura County 
3, Sutter County 4, Sacramento 4. . 


Typhoid Fever. 


14 cases of typhoid fever have been reported, 
as follows: Los Angeles 2, San Diego 1, 
Colusa 2, El Monte 1, Los Angeles County 2, 
Angels Camp 1, Santa Cruz 2, Stockton 1, 


Redondo Beach 1, Vernon 1, Sacramento 
County 1, Santa Maria 


Whooping Cough. 


55 cases of whooping cough have been re. 
ported, as follows: Los Angeles 24, San Fer. 
nando 6, Los Angeles County 6, Santa Clara 
County 2, Long Beach 1, Fullerton 4, San 
Diego County 1, San Francisco 1, Elsinore 4, 
National City 1, Berkeley 1, Oakland 4. 


Epidemic Meningitis. 


San Francisco reported one case of epidemic 
meningitis. 


Poliomyelitis. | 
4 cases of poliomyelitis have been reported, 


as follows: Berkeley 1, San Francisco 1, San 
Diego 1, Oakland 1. 


Epidemic Encephalitis. 


2 cases of epidemic encephalitis have been 
repartes, 1 from Pomona and 1 from Santa 
na. 


COMMUNICABLE DISEASE REPORTS. 


——— = 
1924-1925 1923-1924 
Week ending Week ending 

Disease ending 

an. 5 

Dec. 13 | Dec. 20 | Dec. 27 Dee. 15 | Dec. 22| Dec. 29 f° py 

Jan. 8 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Cerebrospinal Meningitis 0 | 1) 0 0 0 0 

iil aati 291 233 169 152 113 184 

190 214 337 319 326 268 

‘Dysentery (Bacillary)-_-_- 4 1 1 0 1 0 

Epidemic Encephalitis - 2 1 4 1 2 4 

Epidemic Jaundice-__-- -- 0 2 2 0 
Ceeeemoes 89 59 134 89 . 90 
15 19 39 43 40 
0 0 0 0 
39 49 370 311 455 
103 66 28 jl 16 
Se 66 68 111 79 114 
Poliomyelitis._......._-. 12 9 5 6 6 
Rabies 0 0 0 0 
Seariet Fever.......... 168 133 280 294 272 
83 105 115 121 143 
109 99 189 96 162 
Tuberculosis_....... 226 178 111 155 172 
Typhoid 31 10 17 20 
Typhus Fever_____._--- 0 0 0 0 0 
Whooping Cough..--__-- 60 77 28 15 18 
EE NE 1490 1324 1093 1941 1717 1947 
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